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ARTHUR P. HAYNE

It is but too common to transfer to the commanding

officers, all the merit of military exploits, and to

yield to the General exclusively the meed of grati-

tude and praise, which belongs at least equally to

the army. Every well-informed man knows how

much the success of the greatest commanders has

depended upon the character of their officers, and

yet in our anxiety to do homage to military glory,

we usually yield all our admiration to the chief, and

"crown the victor loith laurels,^^ without bestowing

even a thought upon those, who have been the in-

struments of his renown. In every well-organized

army, there is a class of officers, who constitute its

chief strength ; who organize, and arrange every

thing, and carry into effect the plans of the com-

mander-in-chief They are the eyes through which

he sees, the ears through which he hears, the arms
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(by which he subdues the foe. It is the highest at-

tribute of a great General, to have the faculty of dis-

cerning merit, and the ability of using all the means

at his disposal in the best manner for the accom-

plishment of his ends. Washington possessed this

rare quality in a high degree, and Jackson showed

throughout his campaigns, that he knew, both how

to select, and how to use the best talents of his army,

to effect his purposes. It is equally due to this offi-

cer to add, that he never failed to acknowledge his

obligations to those of his subalterns, who contribu-

ted to his success. He did them ample justice on

all occasions, and loved to honor and advance them.

It is our present purpose to afford an illustration

of the truth of these remarks, by giving a short bio-

graphical sketch of a distinguished officer of the late

war, whose rank did not permit him to command

an army, but whose conduct contributed, in an emi-

nent degree, to the success of our arms, and whose
j

services entitle him to a large share of the public

gratitude. Our materials have been drawn from

the best sources, and we shall give documents which

will speak for themselves.

Colonel Arthur P. Hayne, the subject of this

sketch, was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on

tbe 12th day of March, 1790, of a respectable Whuj

stock, distinguished in the Revolution by their ser- I
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vices and sacrifices. His grandfather by the paternal

line died of a fever contracted on board a British

prison ship, and his near relation, Colonel Isaac

Ilayne, expired on the scaffold, a martyr to the lib-

erty of his country. Having received a good edu-

cation, he determined to become a merchant, and

remained four years in a counting-house, where he

was distinguished for correct conduct, diligence

and intelligence. When the attack was made on

the frigate Chesapeake in 1807, although not of age,

partaking of the enthusiasm which spread through

the whole country, he came at once to the resolution

to enter the army, and accordingly obtained a com-

mission as first lieutenant in the regiment of light

dragoons, which was commanded by that distin-

guished soldier of the revolution. Colonel Wade
Hampton. In 1809, he was ordered by General

Hampton to the Mississippi, the only place at that

time in our country, where a respectable military

force was concentrated, and there with Covington,

Pike, Scott and Gaines, holding the same rank as

the two latter, the foundation of his military know-

ledge was laid, and he was prepared for future use-

fulness in the profession of his choice. In 1812,

war having been declared, he was ordered by the

government to the north, and soon after his arrival

there, we find him engaged in the battle and victory
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of Sackett's Harbor—a victory in which, seven hun-

dred regulars, under the command of that veteran

soldier, Lieutenant Colonel Backus (who there re-

ceived a mortal wound through his breast), and

about one hundred and fifty volunteers, aided by a

few militia, all under the command of Brigadier-

General Brown, beat back fifteen hundred regulars,

commanded by Sir George Prevost, who was sup-

ported by the enemy's fleet, under the command of

Sir James Yeo. In consideration of the services he

rendered in this battle. Captain Hayne was promoted

to the command of a squadron of cavalry, with the

rank of a Major in the line of the army. He ac-

comjDanied General Wilkinson down the St. Law-

rence, in the campaign of 1813, in the contemplated

attack on Montreal. In his division of the army.

General Hampton was particularly anxious to have

Hayne and Haig^ and in a letter to General Arm-

strong, Secretary of War, are these complimentary

expressions—to wit :
^^ Send me Hayne and Ilaig ;

I zuant their constitutional ardor—it luill add much to

the strength ofmy armyP

It was not the fortune of Hayne to be in the bat-

tle of Chrystlerh Fields^ where that first-rate soldier,

Colonel Gumming, of Georgia, so greatly distin-

guished himself, and that too, aftier having received

a ball through the thigh. On this occasion Major
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Hayne was attached to the advance corps of the ar-

my, under Brigadier-General Brown, about twenty

miles in van of the main body. This corps was en-

gaged often with the enemy, and was always victo-

rious.

Early in 1814, that peculiarly gifted and highly

talented officer. General Jackson, was brought into

the regular army, and at the same time Major Hayne

received from General Armstrong, the Secretary of

War, the important appointment of Inspector-Gene-

ral, and was forthwith ordered to join Jackson in

the Creek nation. After the ratification of the

treaty of Fort Jackson, Colonel Hayne, in August

1814, accompanied General Jackson to Mobile, de-

scending the river Alabama, and that excellent offi-

cer. Colonel Butler, the Adjutant-General, having

been dispatched to Tennessee on military business,

Colonel Hayne was called upon to act in the double

capacity of Adjutant-General, and Inspector-General

to the army. Early in the autumn of 1814, Jackson

having determined to drive the enemy from Pensa-

cola, directed Colonel Hayne to proceed to Fort

Montgomery, the point upon which the army was

to concentrate, having invested him with the neces-

sary authority to organize the forces, preparatory to

the movement upon Florida.

At the storming of Pensacola, which was achiev-
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ed on the 7th of November, 1814, the gallant Major

W. Laval, of Charleston, South Carolina (who there

received a most severe wound), with Colonel Hayne,

were among the very first who seized possession of

the enemy's battery, amidst a most destructive fire

from the houses occupied by the enemy, on both

sides of the streets, as well as from the Spanish bat-

tery directly in front. As General Jackson was

proceeding against Fort Barancas, which is some

distance below Pensacola, and the British troops re-

mained on board their shipping, he intrusted the

safety of the city to Hayne, with about five hundred

men. So soon as the enemy's fleet had left the har-

bor, as General Jackson was compelled to visit Mo-

bile, he directed Colonel Hayne to advance with all

possible rapidity to New Orleans, and immediately

on his arrival, to repair, without delay, to the mouth

of the Mississippi, and there to ^^ examine and deter-

mine^ whether a fortification at the Balize, near the

bar, would give greater security to New Orleans."

After a rapid m.ovement he reached New Orleans,

and instantly repaired to the designated spot, when,

upon full examination, he was satisfied that no ad-

vantage would result from its being fortified, and in

his official report pronounced Fort St. Philip the

hey of all our positions upon the. Mississippi ; all of

which opinions and views General Jackson approved
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and confirmed. It was from Fort St. PHlip, it will

be recollected, tliat Major Overton in so skilful a

manner repelled a part of the British, fleet.

In the attack on the British army, on the night

of the 23d December, 1814, Colonel Hayne was

eminently conspicuous, and it has ever been consid-

ered that the brilliant result of this daring measure

was the saving of New Orleans. On this occasion,

so eventful, so soon as General Jackson understood

that the enemy had landed in considerable force a

short distance below the city, he dispatched Colonel

Hayne with five hundred men, composed of Major

Hinds' squadron of dragoons from the state of Mis-

sissippi, the Orleans rifle corps, commanded by Cap-

tain Beal, and a company of mounted gunmen, with

orders to proceed forthwith against the enemy, to

reconnoitre his position, ascertain his strength, and,

were they found advancing, to harass them at every

step, until the main body of our army should be

concentrated, and prepared for defence. These high

duties were executed with equal faithfulness -and

promptitude, and with the loss of but a single man.

Colonel Hayne estimated the enemy at tivo thousand;

they have since been ascertained to have been about

three thousand. " The result of this victory," says

an authentic account, " was the saving of New Or-

leans. The pride of an arrogant foe was humbled

1*
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the first moment that he presumed to profane the

soil of freedom by his hostile tread. It produced

confidence in our ranks, established unanimity, and

at once crushed disaffection. The ' ensemby of the

general movement, with its various combinations,

was maintained and fully realized throughout the

whole battle. It was not an exhibition of mere

physical strength, as is too often the case, but in

every stage of the battle, we clearly perceive the ef-

fects produced by the admirable arrangements of

the commanding General ; and like Caesar, he also

might have said, ' Veni, vidi, vicV " In his ofiicial

communication to the Secretary, of two of these mas-

terly achievements, in which were exhibited the

skill of Scipio, and the devotion of Curtius, General

Jackson says: " Colonel Hayne was every laliere that

duty or danger called.^''

There was another South Carolinian, who largely

participated in the glories of New Orleans. We
mean Colonel Wade Hampton, of Columbia, South

Carplina. He had reached his father's plantation

on the Mississippi, sixty miles above New Orleans,

but a few days after the campaign had commenced,

and without a moment's delay, he hastened to the

scene of battle, and enrolled himself as a private sol-

dier in the ranhs of the army. Patriotism so elevated,

excited an admiration at that crisis peculiarly salu-
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tary, and could not escape an eye like Jackson's.

The appointment of Acting Assistant Inspector-

General was immediately conferred on him, and he

was attached to the department of his friend Hayne.

In this situation, he eminently distinguished himself

throughout the whole campaign, particularly on the

8th of January, and at once, merited and received

the repeated encomiums of the illustrious command-

er. In the '-^General Orders^^ the manner in which

this department was conducted, is thus handsomely

characterized by Jackson :
" The skill, vigilance,

courage, and constant attention to duty exhibited

during the campaign, by Colonel Hayne, and his

two assistants. Majors Davis and Hampton, have

been appreciated as they deserve to be, by the com-

manding General."

On the repulse of the British at New Orleans, it

is well known that, though peace had then been made,

this was not only unknown to General Jackson, but

that officer was under the impression that increased

vigilance, and more extensive preparations had be-

come necessary, to maintain the country which he

had so successfully defended. Full of anxiety on

this subject, he determined to send a confidential

officer to Washington, to arrange with the govern-

ment the measures to be adopted for this purpose.

His choice fell upon Colonel Hayne, and he was ac-
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cordingly dispatclied on this difficult and delicate

duty, the bearer of the following interesting letter,

the use of which we have obtained, and it is annexed.

It is a document which belongs to the history of the

country, and is creditable to all parties concerned.

It contains a merited tribute of respect to several

officers, whose good deeds should be handed down
to posterity, as an example to others, and as a legacy

to their children.

j "Head Quarters, New Orleans,
I

2oth January, 1815.

"Sir:—It is my desire, when you arrive at

Washington, that you would impress on the mind

of the Secretary of War, the necessity of expediting

regular troops to the defence of this district. Gene-

ral Coffee's brigade will be entitled to honorable

discharge on the 20th of March—General Carroll's

division about the 15th of May—and General

Thomas's detachment from Kentucky, about the

same time. The present regular force does not ex-

ceed six hundred effectives.

"Prevented by motives of delicacy and other

causes, I have not made those discriminations, nor

urged those pretensions, w^hich the respective merits

of officers required. I must therefore request 3^0u

to mention the names of Major Pierre, and Captains

Butler and Baker of the 44th regiment, and of act-
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ing Lieutenant Call,* as worthy of promotion. Cap-

tains Montgomery, Yail and Allen, of the 7th regi-

ment, acted well during the whole campaign. They

are certainly good captains, and merit promotion.

Too much praise cannot be bestowed on Captain

Humphrey, and Lieutenant Spotts of the Artillery

—Humphrey ought to be at the head of a regiment,

and the latter of a company. I cannot omit to men-

tion the names of the Adjutant-General, Colonel

Robert Butler, and his Assistant Adjutant-General,

Major Chotard, also the Assistant Inspector-General,

Major Davis, and my two aids, Captains Reed and

Butler. From the report of Major Overton, Cap-

tains Woolstonecraft, Murray, and White, ought to

be noticed, and the Major is worthy to command a

regiment. The brave defenders of Fort Bowyer

have been too long neglected. Their gallantry at

one moment saved that section of the country.

"From General Coffee's brigade, I am satisfied

most valuable officers might be selected. The Gen-

eral would be a most valuable Brigadier. Colonels

Dyer, Elliot and Gibson, are men of the utmost

bravery. Captain Parish would do honor to the

head of a company in any army. Captain Martin

would, I have no doubt, command a company well.

* Now Governor of Florida.
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The government, and the world are sensible of the

high opinion I entertain of General Carroll. Gene-

ral Adair is certainly a valuable officer, and ought

to be noticed. As a Brigadier his superior is per-

haps nowhere to be found. In General Coffee's

brigade, there are Captain Donalson of the rangers,

and Captain Hutchins of the mounted gunmen,

whose names I have omitted asking you to mention,

because they are my near connections.

" Any officers, whose merit yon may have no-

ticed, and no doubt there are many such, you will

be good enough to do justice to, and for God's sake

entreat the Secretary of War, not to yield too much,

in time to come, to recommendations of members of

Congress. He must be sensible of the motives from

which, for the most part, such recommendations

proceed, and events have too often and too sadly

proved how little merit they imply.

" To all matters connected with the welfare and

defence of this district, you will have the goodness

to direct the attention of the Secretary ofWar ; and

be assured, sir, when you are thus about to leave

me at the close of a campaign, which has been so

full of interest, and to the successful prosecution of

which, your skill and courage have so much contri-

buted, I should do no less injustice to my own feel-

ings, than to your merits, did I not return you my
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warmest acknowledgments. Be assured, sir, wher-

ever you go, you carry with you my high sense of

your services, my thanks for them, and my prayers

for your prosperity. I am your friend,

(Signed) " Andrew Jackson,
" Major-General Commanding.

"For Colonel Arthur P. Hayne,
"Inspector-General, Southern Division, &c. &c.. New Orleans."

There is an anecdote connected with the battle

of New Orleans, so honorable to Colonel Hayne, and

so interesting in itself, that we cannot refrain from

giving it here, having ascertained, from the highest

source, its unquestionable authority. After the bat-

tle of the night of the 23d December, Colonel Hayne,

having been on horseback from nine o'clock in the

morning till twelve o'clock at night, requested the

Commanding General, while the troops were lying

under arms, to allow him to proceed to his quarters

in the city, to take some refreshment. It was on

his return to the field of battle, that he surveyed,

with a military eye, the different positions which

might be defended, so as to prevent the enemy from

reaching the city, and selected the very spot for the

purpose, which General Jackson subsequently ap-

proved at his suggestion, and where the enemy were

so gloriously repulsed on the 8th of January.
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Before we close the history of Colonel Hayne's

military life, during the late war with England, it is

proper we should advert to one or two circum-

stances highly honorable to him ; and which may

serve to shed some light on the military history of

the country. At the battle of Sackett's Harbor,

" the first ofMs fields " it is known that the hrunt fell

upon the 1st regiment of light dragoons, then acting

as infantry, under the immediate command of Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Backus. General Brown, afterwards

so much distinguished (then a Brigadier-General in

the New-York militia), was Commander-in-chief.

That officer has often been heard to declare that,

notwithstanding all the hard fighting which he af-

terwards witnessed on the northern frontier, at Chip-

peway, Bridgewater, the sortie from Fort Erie, and

elsewhere, he never saw more steadiness, or greater

gallantry displayed by any troops, than by the offi-

cers and men belonging to the regiment of dragoons

at Sackett's Harbor. We here annex the following

letter, written by General Brown's order to Colonel

Hayne, as valuable testimony to the gallantry of a

noble band, many of whom have indeed paid the

debt of nature ; but some still survive, and we trust

will long live in the affections of a grateful country.
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j "Head Qttartei?s, Washington City,

I February/ Uth, 1828.

" Sir:—I address you at the request of Major-

General Brown, for the purpose of recalling to your

mind a scene in the late war in which you were

both actors. I allude to the battle of the 29th of

May, 1813, at Sackett's Harbor. The General is

desirous of obtaining the names of a portion of the

brave men who fought on that occasion, and he

knows of no one to whom he can apply with so

much propriety as to yourself. He considers the

day to which I allude, as one of the most interesting

and important of his life^ and he directs me to say, that,

during the ivhole course of his service, he never witnessed

a nobler display of determined valor, than was exhibited

on that occasion, on the part of the detachment of dra-

goons, ivho fought wider the lamented Backus. It is

the desire of the General to perpetuate the names of

the chivalric officers of that little band, that induces

him to make the present application to you, and in

so doing, he is happy in having it in his power to

express to one of those officers, his admiration of the

devotedness they exhibited for the honor of their

country. You will, no doubt, be able to communi-

cate the names of most of your comrades who were

with 3^ou on the 29th of May, 1813, as well as to

specify the part of the country from which they
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came, with many other interesting particulars of the

action, which fell under your immediate notice.

" The General will leave behind him particulars

of some of the most interesting periods of his life,

and he hopes that his account of the events at Sack-

ett's Harbor, will be much enriched by the informa-

tion you will communicate.

" He directs me to assure you of his great respect

and esteem.

" I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully,

your most obedient servant,

(Signed) "J. S. Brown,
"Aid-de-camp.

" For Colonel Arthur P. Hayne,
"Late Adjutant-General Northern Division of the U. S. Army."

We should have before observed, that Colonel

Hayne was breveted at Sackett's Harbor,—indeed,

he was breveted for gallant conduct, no less than

three times during the war, a circumstance which

speaks volumes in his praise, viz., first for his serv-

ices at Sackett's Harbor ; next for his services at

the storming of Pensacola, and, lastly, for his services

at the battle of the night of the 23d December, and

at the siege of New Orleans.

The war with England concluded, Colonel Hayne

determined to devote himself to the pursuits of pri-
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vate life, and, therefore, returned his military com-

mission to the government ; but, contrary to his

expectations, or even wishes, he was retained in the

army as Adjutant-General to the northern division,

the Inspector-Generalship having been abolished

under the new organization. This honorable ap-

pointment he accepted, upon the condition he should

be indulged with a furlough to prosecute legal stu-

dies, to which the government assented
;
and, hav-

ing completed the usual course under the direction

of that distinguished civilian, the late Judge Duncan,

his friend and near connection, he was admitted to

the bar of Pennsylvania. About this period, the

army was organized anew, the inspector's depart-

ment restored, and, at the particular request of Gen-

eral Jackson, Colonel Hayne was transferred again

to this office, and attached to his division.

During the second Florida campaign, he was

placed by General Jackson at the head of the Ten-

nessee volunteers, with full authority to organize a

brigade staff, and, also, every power necessary to

facilitate their movement to the scene of action.

The Secretary of War, Mr. Calhoun, speaking of the

manner in which Colonel Hayne had acquitted him-

self on this occasion, uses these expressions :
—

" I

am well aware of the difficulties to be overcome to

organize efficiently, and with satisfaction to the offi-
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cers and men, a volunteer corps for the field. In

the present instance, the pride and spirit of veterans,

aided bj patriotism, and directed by superior intel-

ligence, have handsomely surmounted every ob-

stacle."

In 1820, Colonel Hayne, after services highly

beneficial to our country, and honorable to himself,

retired from the army ; and General Jackson, in his

communication to the War Department, repeats the

flattering opinion of one whose merits he possessed

every opportunity correctly to estimate. "It is

due," says he, " to Colonel Hayne, to express my
approbation of his conduct, during his long connec-

tion with my military family, and warmly to recom-

mend him to the notice of the government as a sol-

dier of high sense of honor, great worth, and intelli-

gence."

With this tribute to the merits of Colonel Hayne,

in the exalted estimation of his character by General

Jackson, we turn from his military history, and fol-

low him into the walks of private life. On his re-

turn home, Colonel Hayne was received by his fel-

low-citizens, with the respect and affection due to

his high character and distinguished services ; and

he had hardly settled among them, before the citi-

zens of Charleston required his services in the State

Legislature, where he continued to serve with great
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credit to himself, until he went to Europe, in the

important and highly-responsible station of Agent

for Naval Affairs in the Mediterranean, in which

capacity he served honorably and most acceptably

to the navy for nearly five years.

On the return of the Honorable Hugh S. L^gare,

late minister to the court at Belgium, to the United

States, the President tendered to Colonel Hayne

that foreign mission, which he declined accepting,

as, from the smallness of the salary, it might involve

him in pecuniary embarrassment. The fact is, our

ministers abroad are very inadequately paid, and

unless their private resources are most ample, they

generally return home in debt for the balance of

their lives. This ought not to be the case, and is a

great evil, which calls for prompt redress. There

is, however, one exception, and that is the mission

to France.

Of his services in the legislature we have been

assured, by a distinguished gentleman,^ who served

with him in the legislature, " that Colonel Hayne's

frank and gentlemanly deportment, elevated princi-

ples, and ardent character, soon developed them-

selves in the legislature, and he became a prominent

and efficient member on the floor. He was appoint-

* Ilcnry A. Dcssaussure, Esquire.
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ed Chairman of tlie military committee, and made a

most sensible report on tlie military organization of

the State. At the first session, Colonel Hayne was

elected by joint ballot of both houses of the legisla-

ture, an elector (on the part of the State) ofPresident

and Yice-President of the United States. This ear-

ly selection of Colonel Hayne, as an elector, was-

equally honorable and flattering to him, as it afford-

ed him the opportunity of bearing his public testi-

mony to the private worth and public serrices of

his patron and brother soldier, the hero of New
Orleans."

Another of his colleagues,* equally distinguished

for talents, says :
'' Although not accustomed to ex-

temporaneous debate, yet Colonel Hayne's clear

conceptions and correct opinions always found a

ready, dignified and manly utterance, and upon oc-

casions requiring previous preparation, his energetic,

glowing, and lofty manner, was exceedingly com-

manding and eloquent. But that which constituted

Colonel Hayne's chief superiority, and rendered his

services during his legislative career invaluable, was

his liberal, enlarged, and elevated mind, which was

calculated to give tone and character to the house,

and which never failed to diffuse through the entire

•

* Honorable James Gregg.
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body, of which he was a member, those noble and

exalted feelings and sentiments, which have always

distinguished the legislature of South Carolina. He

seemed never to forget he was legislating for the

country which had been enlightened by the Pinck-

neys and Rutledges ; and conforming his course to

the models formed by those illustrious patriots and

statesmen, he contributed his full share to preserve

and perpetuate in the councils of his native State,

that elevated character which those departed sages

had been so instrumental in establishing."

In concluding this brief and imperfect sketch of

this gentleman, we will only add, that Colonel

Hayne has been distinguished through life, for high

honor, chivalric courage, courteous manners, and

the most exemplary discharge of his duties, in all

the private relations of life. As the soldier—the

citizen—the man—he is a fair specimen of a South-

ern gentleman of the best school.
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